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This difference is a frequent source of misunderstanding on the
part of white persons, who are accustomed to associating with people
who act from "conscience." When a Navaho culprit gives no evi-
dence of feeling guilty over his misdemeanor, but only shamefaced
that he was caught, it is taken as a sign that he is somehow morally
deficient. The fact probably is simply that he was trained differently.
Had he been taken as an infant by a white family and brought up in
a white community, he would have learned a list of actions that were
"right" and others that were "wrong," and, furthermore, that there
was an all-seeing Power, represented in his own "soul" by his "con-
science," that kept account of what he did and held him responsible.
He would then feel "guilty** when he misbehaved. If he were
brought up by a Navaho family in a Navaho community instead, he
would have learned that there are certain things one should not do
because "other people" do not approve of them, and there are cer-
tain others that are dangerous because, if one does them, super-
natural forces will be set to work that may cause illness or death to
the offender or his relatives. However, it is implied that if he wishes
to take the risk of bringing on himself either sort of hazard, it is up
to him. Thus he would have little reason for feeling anything except
chagrin that he hadn't been able to "get away with" his deed.
Moreover, it is certain that many of the items on the list of
"wrong" deeds in white ideology are the same as those of which
"other people" disapprove and even those which offend the super-
naturals in Navaho culture. The difference is not one of presence
or absence of "moral standards," but rather a different mechanism
for enforcing those standards.
The introduction of white notions on the subject has the effect of
weakening the force of the Navaho sanctions. The white people
teach the Navaho that, if his "conscience" is dear, it does not matter
what other people think of him, and the idea that Navaho super-
naturals can cause any trouble is ridiculous; but by the time they are
doing this the child is probably too old to develop the sort of "con-
science" they speak of. Thus he is left without many restraints be-
yond a desire to maintain the good will of his new teachers. If later
he loses interest in them, the restraints are few indeed.